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Words of Wisdom
• After twelve years in the making,  you are finally approaching 

graduation.  Grade 12 can be a complex and stressful year, more so if 
you are not informed and organized.  Being aware of information and 
having a plan is the key to having a successful year and a smoother 
transition out of secondary school.  

• Following graduation, you may choose to do a number of different 
things: work, travel, up-grade, relax or attend a post-secondary school 
of your choosing.

• The information contained in this presentation will provide you with 
much of the key information regarding graduation and post-secondary 
options with the intent of helping you have a productive grade 12 year 
and a smooth transition to post-secondary.

• The responsibility to be informed is yours. Get help as often as you 
need.



1.  Required 48 credits:
• Language Arts 10, 11, 12** 12 credits
• Social Studies 10 4 credits
• A Social Studies 11 or 12** 4 credits
• Science 10 4 credits
• A Science 11 or 12 4 credits
• A Mathematics 10 4 credits
• A Mathematics 11 or 12 4 credits
• A Physical Education 10 4 credits
• FNA or ASK 10, 11 or 12 4 credits
• Career Life Education 4 credits

2.  Career Connections/Capstone                  4 credits

3.  Electives (Grade 10, 11 and 12)*               28 credits
4.   Literacy & Numeracy assessments

TOTAL             80 credits

• * A minimum of 16 credits must be at the Grade 12 level.
• ** Indigenous graduation requirement course options  

Dogwood Certificate Graduation Program 
Requirements

General Information About Graduation



Indigenous Grad Requirements

English First Peoples 12 BC First Peoples 12 

Indigenous-Focused Course
English Language Arts 12

Fulfills requirement for:

Indigenous-Focused Course
Social Studies 12

Fulfills requirement for:

To graduate, you MUST take  at least one 
of these Indigenous-focused courses:

If you take English First Peoples 12, this 
will fulfill your Indigenous-Focused Course 

and ELA 12 requirements 

If you take BC First Peoples 12, this will 
fulfill your Indigenous-Focused Course 
and Social Studies 11/12 requirement



In order to be awarded both the Dogwood Diploma and the 
French Immersion Dual Dogwood diploma students (grad 
2024) must ensure that 28 of their 80 required credits, are 
in FI courses:

• French Immersion Second Language 10, 11, 12 12 credits
• Science Naturelles 10 4 credits
• Science Humaines 10 & 11 or 12 8 credits
• Éducation au Choix de Carrière et de Vie * 4 credits

• FRAL Literacy Assessment (G12)

French Immersion Dual Dogwood



COURSE SELECTION
Ø Required Courses/credits

• English 12
• Indigenous-focused course required for graduation
• Français Langue 12 (FI students)
• CLC – Career Life Connections & Capstone Project (off timetable 

– automatically programmed – no selection needed).

Ø Course Selection Sheets due: Friday, March 3 at 9 AM

Ø Elective Courses
• 7 for English Program; 6 for FI Program
• 3 must be Grade 12 level

Ø www.mcroberts.sd38.bc.ca Link to “Program Planning Guide”

http://www.mcroberts.sd38.bc.ca/


Ø Full Credit Summer School Considerations
• Students can choose to attempt up to 2 full academic courses 

(worth 4 credits each) over the summer.
• Please consult the Richmond Virtual School or Richmond 

Continuing Education websites for more information about 
available courses. Registration will open in Semester 2.

• Please be aware that French Immersion students will not 
complete their FI graduation requirements by completing 
Socials, Science, or Career Life Education courses during the 
summer, because the language of instruction is English.

• If you plan to register for summer school courses, please 
indicate this in the bottom right hand box on your program 
planning sheet “Programming Notes” and then select the next 
level course on the main part of your sheet i.e. if you are 
planning to take physics 11 over the summer you will select a 
physics 12 course or another elective for next year.



Specific Things to consider as 
Options for your G12 year.

Ø District Career Programs
• School Based Apprenticeship Programs – Youth Train / 

Work in Trades
• College/University Based Programs

ØThe following three slides provide some information regarding 
the Youth Train / Work in Trades Program

ØPlease follow this link to find out more about out Link38, a 
possible option for taking courses at Kwantlen in your G12 year: 
https://careerprograms.sd38.bc.ca/programs/link38

https://careerprograms.sd38.bc.ca/programs/link38


Interested in a career in the trades…?





http://careerprograms.sd38.bc.ca



Specific Things to consider for G12s…

Career Prep 12 (Health Sciences, Physical and Health Education, Art, Human Services, 
Theatre), is a 4 credit asynchronous course (running outside the timetable) that allows 
you to volunteer in a placement in the field of your choosing (in consultation with your 
supervising teacher). In the past, for CP Health Sciences 12, we have had students 
volunteer in areas such as physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, veterinary medicine, 
and many more.

Ø Career Preparation/Work Experience Course



Specific Things to consider for G12s…

Ø Study Blocks: often G12s may elect to take one 
study block. Please keep in mind that in order to be 
considered a full-time student at McRoberts, you 
are only permitted to have two non-enrolling classes 
in your schedule. Students who are not full time are 
not eligible for school-based scholarships.



Specific things to consider for G11s…

Ø Post-secondary options: this is often one of 
the biggest considerations for G11 students and 
requires significant research, planning and a 
growing awareness of available options 
enhanced by your participation and learning in 
your Career Life Education course.



Important questions related to post-secondary 
planning: 

• What are my strengths & weaknesses,  likes & dislikes?
• How do I build awareness of career and post-secondary opportunities?
• What  post-secondary programs will allow me to pursue my potential 

career(s) of choice?
• What are the post-secondary pre-requisites? (grade 11 & 12 courses) 

examples: do I need a 2nd language? what math level do I need? which 
science(s) do I need? how many academic grade 12 courses are required? do I 
need to incorporate full credit summer school into my plan?

• What if I don’t know where to start? How do I cover my bases to ensure I 
don’t eliminate future opportunities? 

Ø Here’s where we can direct you towards 3 main school-based resources.



1 - MyBlueprint

• MyBlueprint is an online education and career planning platform that is 
freely available to all grade 8- 12 Richmond School District students. The 
purpose of MyBlueprint is to support students in thinking and planning for 
their futures to help guide them to increased success in schools.

• Students can take learning style, personality, interest, knowledge and 
motivation assessments to learn more about themselves as well as to guide 
them to different career and education opportunities.

• Students can plan their high school courses and investigate post-secondary 
career, job and volunteer opportunities. They also can create/plan budgets, 
build career portfolios and resumes.

• Students have a username and password which allows them to log on to 
MyBlueprint. If they have trouble logging on, they should consult with Mr. 
Malchy (Portable 3). If you do not have a MyBlueprint account please refer to 
instructions about how to open one on the program planning page on the 
McRoberts website: students>program planning. All grade 10-12 students 
are encouraged to access MyBlueprint in order to assist with their future 
program planning decisions.



2 – Career and Post-Secondary Advisor – Ms. D. Millar

We are so fortunate to have our own specialist career and post-secondary advisor 
here at McRoberts. Ms. Millar is based in the counselling centre of McRoberts 
school and is available on Tuesdays, Thursdays and alternating Fridays to meet 
with students. You can email her at dmillar@sd38.bc.ca to make an appointment 
or come by the counselling centre and fill out an appointment request form.

It helps Ms. Millar to prepare for meetings if questions can be communicated to 
her in advance of your meeting.

Ms. Millar also has a careers website and Facebook page which are regularly 
updated with post-secondary information and career options. These can either 
be found by looking on the McRoberts website under the students’ menu for 
Career Centre or by following this link 
https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/group/2jdxzsf/Pages/default.aspx#/=.

We also strongly recommend that you access and follow Ms. Millar’s Facebook 
page through this website.

mailto:dmillar@sd38.bc.ca
https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/group/2jdxzsf/Pages/default.aspx


3 – School Counsellors

Once you have started your research and have some ideas about your post-
secondary interests your school counsellor can help solidify your plan for a) 
graduation and b) meeting requirements for post-secondary applications.

The school counsellors are based in the counselling centre and service the 
following students according to where their family falls in the alphabet:

Mr. Howlett (A-He) khowlett@sd38.bc.ca

Ms. Jones (Hi-Q) anjones@sd38.bc.ca

Ms. Sundell (R-Z) ssundell@sd38.bc.ca

Careers and Post-Secondary Counsellor:
Diane Millar: dmillar@sd38.bc.ca

Please contact them via email to make appointments.

mailto:khowlett@sd38.bc.ca
mailto:anjones@sd38.bc.ca
mailto:ssundell@sd38.bc.ca
mailto:dmillar@sd38.bc.ca


4 – Consultation with Post Secondaries Directly

A majority of your research will be spent exploring post-secondary institutions 
online.

Ø Find out where you can pursue further studies/training in your chosen area.
(University?  College?  Private Institute? Local?  Provincial?  National?  
International?)

o myBlueprint.ca/sd38
o Educationplannerbc.ca

Ø Consider more than 1 institution. Go to each institution’s website for the most 
up-to-date information.

Ø Admission requirements are institution-specific.  (i.e. Admission to UBC 
Science is different from SFU Science – see above).

Ø Check admission requirements for the institution AND the program of study.



Ø College and University Applications

Ø Admission requirements for colleges and universities can vary greatly, 
and admission into university is often far more competitive. 

Ø Therefore, if you are sure you want to go to university it is also worth 
considering applying to a college too. Many of our students apply to at 
least one college (sometimes with a plan to transfer to university 
later), alongside their university application/s, which we strongly 
encourage all students to do, as there is no such thing as guaranteed 
admission anywhere.

Ø For those who know they would like to go on to study at college we 
strongly recommend applying early (and places are given on a ‘first-
come-first-served’ basis) to more than one institution in case places 
fill up quickly.
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Please keep in mind it’s helpful 
when selecting courses for G12 to 
employ the concept of “working 
backwards” - for example 
investigating a number of potential 
career choices, in order to identify 
the post-secondary options 
required to pursue those careers, in 
order to identify the G12 courses 
needed to meet the admission 
requirements for those post-
secondary programs.



1. Use your 
program planning 
sheets to list your 

choices.

2. Consult with a 
counsellor if you are 

unsure.

5. Enter your options online through your MyEd account and return 
this form to counselling area by Friday, March 3 at 9 AM.

3. Complete electives 
selection 2/3-8 and 

alternatives. Ensure 
your parents’ have 

signed to avoid delays 
and disappointments

4. The order that 
you put your 

electives indicates 
your 

preference. We 
consider that 

when scheduling.



Assume you will be the next ELL level up. 
(So if you are ELL1 now you will be ELL2 
next year, ELL3 will be ELL4 next year etc).

Use the appropriate ELL level to identify 
the full set of courses on your planning 
sheet.

Where a subject i.e. “An English” is 
indicated, refer to the back of the sheet 
to see course options within that grade / 
subject.

See the reverse side of this sheet for your 
elective options and review the Program 
Planning guide on the school’s website 
for more detailed descriptions of each 
course.



Check course options 
and prerequisites on the 

back of your course 
planning sheet. Sone 
courses are based on 

level i.e. Drafting L1/2/3. 
Choose the appropriate 

level based on your 
previous courses 

regardless of the grade 
column that it’s located 

in.
Full course descriptions 

are available in the 
program planning guide 

located on the school 
website: 

students>program 
planning>Gr 8 to 11 
Program Planning > 

Program Planning Guide
Where you see an ‘*’ please note that an application is required for 

these courses. These are available in the counselling centre.



• If you are a current ELL3 level student this year in G11 –
Upon completion of your new ELL assessment, you may 
qualify to take a summer adapted English 10 course. 
Please see your counsellor.

• You need to register as soon as registration opens so it 
will be helpful to see your counsellor about dates and to 
make sure that you get set up with a Richmond District 
Continuing Education Account.

• (For international students this course will have a fee.)



Ø Select a course load that is manageable and ensures graduation.
Ø Do your research and if in doubt ask and seek help. 
Ø Start as early as possible, as good choices often come from extensive 

research.
Ø Select a course load that will keep as many of your post-secondary 

options as open as possible.
Ø Ensure you have selected at least six enrolling classes to maintain 

eligibility for scholarship consideration in your G12 year.
Ø Review and consider your extra-curricular commitments - job, clubs, 

teams, etc.
Ø Factor in Grade 12 responsibilities – Capstone / CLC, applications for 

admissions, scholarships etc. 

G12 Course Selection Summary













IMPORTANT! When all of your course selections are correct hit the POST 
button on the bottom of the window.

Please note that you can go back into this account at any time during the 
Course Selection timeline to make changes and re-Post your selection 
(course selection window closes on Friday, March 3 @ 9am.)

Please make sure that your selections in MyEd match the courses you 
selected on your Course Selection Sheet! 
If you make any changes in MyEd, make sure you also make those same 
changes on your paper sheet.

Suggestion: Take a photo of your Program Planning Sheet prior to 
handing it in



HIGH SCHOOL

COURSE SELECTION

• Submit your course selection online in your MyEd account (closes March 3rd
2023). To see instructions regarding how to make your online course selection 
through your MyEd account, follow this pathway on the school website: 
https://mcroberts.sd38.bc.ca/students/program-planning/grade-8-11-incoming-
9-12-program-planning.

• Put completed and signed course selection sheets, in the box, outside the 
counselling area on Friday March 3rd, 2023. (Your online course selection 
should reflect exactly the same courses you chose on the paper course 
selection sheet, signed and approved by your parents.)

In Conclusion



NEED MORE HELP?
Ø Counsellors:

Mr. K. Howlett Surnames A – He khowlett@sd38.bc.ca

Ms. A. Jones Surnames Hi – Q anjones@sd38.bc.ca

Ms. S. Sundell Surnames R – Z ssundell@sd38.bc.ca

Ø Career Information Advisor

Mrs. D. Millar dmillar@sd38.bc.ca

(Available Tuesday, Thursday, alternate Fridays)

Ø Parents, Teachers, VPs, Principal
ØCareer Centre News Website


